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COME FLY VAME

Experience a heightened perspective on Georgia’s new zip lining adventure

By Ashley Hesseltine

Tink you have to go to tory specialist) headed home
Costa Rica to zip high from the tropics with plans to
above the wilderness at  create their own canopy tour
breakneck speeds? Think again.at their Lula property, Old Mill  six other zippers) paired with

North Georgia Canopy Tours ~ Farm. Their goal? To create wobbly sky bridges 70 feet in

opened its doors (or, rather, an exhilarating experience that the air created just enough of
trees) just a few months ago,  allows people to embrace naturea fear factor for this zip-liner.

offering the zip-line experience without impacting it. Yes, you're attached to some

to Atlantans who may only After a brief video introduc- thing at all times so you won't
have the time and dough for an tion, we put on our gear (har ~ plummet to the ground, but it's
adventurous daytrip. Since I'm nesses and stylish helmets in  still fairly intense.

part thrill-seeker, part nature cluded) and completed Ground  Each zip seemed to be more
lover, and alwaysoking for an ~ School—an instructional sessionthrilling than the last, with the

exciting new activity, | was im  that teaches the basics (braking,longest and fastest one send

mediately on board to trek up to hand placement, what to do
Tula, Ga., (just one hour north
of Atlanta) and knock zip-lining
off my bucket list.

When [ arrived, | was
introduced to Kirk and Leah
Watkins, the Atlanta couple
who founded North Georgia
Canopy Tours after conquering
their fears of heights on a zip
line through the Costa Rican
rainforest in 2007. Call it aerial
inspiration: Kirk (an attorney)
and Leah (a healthcare regula

like platforms you stop on
between zips (and share with

short, low-to-the-ground prac-
tice zip. Then the fun started
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named “Fly the Coop”) that

Our group of seven did
the two-hour SkyBridge Tour,
which consists of nirap lines,
two sky bridges, two nature
hikes, one zip that crosses the
North Oconee River three
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a breathtaking experience, but
it was the dual zip at the very
end of the course that was my

to race with a partner, and actu
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700 feet. The small, treehouse- with my feet (which isn’t feasible

in the other zips). | pushed off,
utilized the aforementioned
speed tips and beat my partner
to the end of the course. For
those with a competitive spirit,
this will be your favorite part

of the tour—unless, of course,
you lose.

North Georgia Canopy Tours
aren't designed to give you the
same feeling as skydiving or
bungee jumping, but then again,
that’s not really the point. The

QVO UM A£aQVO WA MaushsMetting/ gatmlns experi

if you get stuck on a line) ona Oconee River. This 850-foot zip ence their natural surroundings
takes the average person about in a new and exciting way.

35 seconds, and even less time
Xy’ fall ovZyQuir\gvidiess’ speed through the treetops isn't
tips, which include curling into a enough nature for you, North
[MV\ ][ £aQV O \PZW tanRontalMposttivhMrid putting Georgia Canopy Tours will
less pressure on your line. It wassoon offer camping in rustic

And if a two-hour tour

campsites and teepees (a gener
ous 24 feet in diameter!) on the
property. Come this summer,

favorite, as | got the opportunity you'll be able to suit up, soar

through the sky, and even stay a
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